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SUBJECT: UNESCO NATIONAL COMMISSIONS MEETING IN SAVONLINNA 
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1 . POLITICAL OFFICER, CANADIAN EMBASSY, INFORMED EMBOFF THIS 
WEEK THAT CANADIAN PARTICIPANT PREVIOUSLY SCHEDULED ATTEND 
SAVONLINNA CONFERENCE HAS NOW DECLINED. IN DISCUSSION OF 
WHETHER OR NOT PRESENCE OF CANADIAN 

EMBASSY REPRESENTATIVE FROM HELSINKI AS OBSERVER MIGHT BE 
APPROPRIATE, CONVERSTATION ENDED WITH RATHER FIRM DECISION 
THAT EVEN IN OBSERVER CAPACITY, REPRESENTATION WOULD NOT 
BE ADVISABLE. FINNS ARE MOST ANXIOUS FOR MORE WESTERN PRE- 
SENCE TO GIVE APPEARANCE OF EAST- WEST BALANCE; THEY MIGHT BE TEMPTED 
PUBLICIZE ANY WESTERN REPRESENTATION WITHOUT CLARIFICATION OF 
WHETHER PARTICIPANT OF OBSERVER STATUS. 

2. FRENCH CULTURAL CENTER DIRECTOR CONFIRMED THIS WEEK 
THAT FOLLOWING DISCUSSIONS WITH FRENCH AMBASSADOR 
THEY HAVE MADE FIRM DECISION NOT TO SEND REPRESENTA- 
TIVE IN ANY CAPACITY. STILL NO DECISION FROM THE HAGUE 
WHETHER OR NOT OBSERVER FROM DUTCH EMBASSY IN HELSINKI 
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OBSERVER, BUT THEY STILL HAVE NO DECISION. THE REPRESEN- 
TATIVE OF THE BRITISH COUNCIL IN HELSINKI IS STILL WILLING 
AND SEEMINGLY ANXIOUS TO ATTEND.BUT HE STILL HAS NOT 
RECEIVED EMBASSY GUIDANCE. THE DIRECTOR OF THE ITALIAN 
CULTURAL CENTER PROBABLY WILL ATTEND. 

3. EMBASSY PRESUMES THAT LOCATION FOR FINNISH UNESCO 

NATCOM CONFERENCE TRANSFERRED FROM HELSINKI AS ORIGINALLY PLANNED 
TO SAVONLINNA DUE TO WORLD PEACE COUNCIL MEETING HELSINKI IN 
ORDER TO AVOID CONFUSION. 

4. WHEN FINNS URGE EMBASSY ATTEND TO CORRECT IMBALANCE IN PAR- 
TICIPATION AT SAVONLINNA, EMBASSY OFFICIALS REPLY THAT CONFERENCE 
IS NONGOVERNMENTAL IN NATURE AND ALSO STRESS THAT THIS CONFERENCE 
IS NOT ACCORDING TO THE PRICIPLES OUTLINED IN CSCE FINAL ACT IN 

THAT ALL COUNTRIES HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO PARTICIPATE ON AN EQUAL 
BASIS IN PLANNING STAGES; I.E., INVIATION TO US WAS 
PRESENTED WITH A COMPLETE SCHEDULE OF PARTICIPANTS AND 
TOPICS WITH NO OPPORTUNITY FOR INPUT OR CHANGES. 
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